
Year 1 Geography 

Theme- Landscape 

Great Bedwyn Local village study 

Theme- Climate 

Weather station and seasons 

Knowledge Knowledge 

-Where do we live? Discuss where Great Bedwyn is 

located. -What is a village and how is it different to 

a town? 

-Go on a village walk. Identify and find the main 

features of the village. Discuss the main features and 

why are they important in a village. 

- Identify the human and natural features of the 

village.  Find and discuss similarities and differences.  

-Identify the human and natural features in the 

school grounds. 

-identify how the locality of school has changed over 

time.  

-Study maps and aerial images of the village. What 

features can they identify? 

-Study the River Dun and the Kennet canal. How are 

they different? How are they similar? 

-Identify different types of house. How can we tell if 

they are new or old? 

-Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to: key 

physical features, including:, forest, hill, river, soil, 

vegetation, season and weather  

-key human features, including: city, town, village, , 

farm, house, office and shop   

-understand geographical similarities and differences 

through studying the human and physical geography 

of a small area of the United 

Kingdom 

 

- identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the 

United Kingdom  

-understand geographical similarities and differences 

through studying the human and physical geography 

of a small area of the United Kingdom, and of a 

small area in a contrasting non-European country  

  

Skills Skills 

- Ask and answer geographical questions (such 

as: What is this place like? What or who will I see 

in this place? What do people do in this place?). 

-explain own views about locations 

- Use compass directions (north, south, east 

and west) and locational language (e.g. near and 

far) to describe the location of features and 

routes on a map. 

- use simple fieldwork and observational skills to 

study the climate of their school 

-use simple fieldwork to observe, measure record 

and present geographical information 



- Devise a simple map; and use and construct basic 

symbols in a key. 

- use simple fieldwork and observational skills to 

study the geography of their school and its grounds 

and the key human and physical features of its 

surrounding environment.  

 

 

  



Year 2 Geography 

Theme- Climate 

Great Britain 

 

Theme- Map skills 

 

Knowledge Knowledge 

-name and locate the world’s seven continents and 

five oceans  

-name, locate and identify characteristics of the four 

countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom 

and its surrounding seas  

- identify the location of hot and cold areas of the 

world in relation to the Equator and the North and 

South Poles  

-use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to:  

-key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, 

forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, 

vegetation, season and weather  

-key human features, including: city, town, village, 

factory, farm, house, office, 

port, harbour and shop  

 

 

 

 

  

-use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the 

United Kingdom and its countries, as well as the 

countries, continents and oceans studied at this key 

stage. 

-Interpret a range of sources of geographical 

information: including maps, diagrams, globes, aerial 

photographs. 

-Exploring the physical characteristics of the 

classroom as a place. 

-Maps and plans are views from above or a ‘bird’s 

eye view’ of a place and use symbols.  

-Maps and plans show the distance between places 

or objects accurately, through using a map scale.  

-They can be drawn at different levels of detail: from 

the positions of objects in a room (a plan) to the 

location of countries, continents and oceans in the 

world (a world map). 

-There are four main compass points which help 

people to navigate direction: North, South, East and 

West. 

-A map of the school grounds is a ‘smaller scale’ 

map than the map of the classroom as it represents 

a larger space at a lower level of detail.  

-Map symbols are pictures to represent human (man-

made) and physical (natural) features of the 

landscape.  

-Symbols are useful as they prevent 

maps from being covered in too 

many word labels.  

-An aerial photo is a photograph 

from above. Photos from above help people draw 

maps accurately.  

 

 

 

 



Skills Skills 

-use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the 

United Kingdom and its countries, as well as the 

countries, continents and oceans studied at this key 

stage 

Ask and answer geographical questions. 

Explain own views about locations, giving reasons. 

 

 

 

 

-use simple compass directions (North, South, East 

and West) and locational and directional language 

[for example, near and far; left and right], to describe 

the location of features and routes on a map 

-use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to 

recognise landmarks and basic human and physical 

features; devise a simple map; and use and construct 

basic symbols in a key 

-use simple fieldwork and observational skills to 

study the geography of their school and  

its grounds and the key human and physical features 

of its surrounding environment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Year 3 Geography 

Theme- Map Skills 

British rivers 

Theme- Settlement 

Uk towns and cities 

 

Knowledge Knowledge 

-name and locate geographical regions and their key 

topographical features including rivers and 

understand how some of these aspects have 

changed over time 

-describe and understand key aspects of: physical 

geography, including: rivers and the water cycle 

-Locate a range of places and landmarks on 

Ordnance Survey maps of the UK.  

-Learn about the geographical features of specific 

locations on maps. 

-To learn why map symbols are used and to recognise 

the OS map symbols.  

-Ordnance Survey is Britain’s mapping agency. OS 

create up to date and accurate maps depicting the 

landscape’s human and physical features. 

-All OS maps use the same symbols, which are 

included in a key so people using the map know what 

each symbol represents. The symbols represent both 

human features and physical features.  

-A human feature is built and man-made, whereas a 

physical feature is natural. 

-Physical and human features are represented using 

symbols on maps, and also a map key. 

-Land height is shown on OS maps using contour 

lines. The closer together contour 

lines are, the steeper the slope of 

the land.  

 

 

 

-name and locate counties and cities of the United 

Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying 

human and physical characteristics, key 

topographical features (including hills, mountains, 

coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and 

understand how some of these aspects have 

changed over time 

-understand geographical similarities and differences 

through the study of human and physical geography 

of a region of the United Kingdom, 

-describe and understand key aspects of:  

-human geography, including: types of settlement 

and land use 

-Great Britain, the United Kingdom and the British 

Isles cannot be used interchangeably, as they include 

different land masses.   

-The UK’s capital cities are: England (London), 

Scotland (Edinburgh), Wales (Cardiff) and Northern 

Ireland (Belfast). 

-England, Scotland, Wales and 

Northern Ireland are the countries 

within the United Kingdom. 

 



Skills Skills 

-use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer 

mapping to locate countries and describe 

features studied  

-use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and 

present the human and physical features in the 

local area using a range of methods, including 

sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital 

technologies.  

 

-use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer 

mapping to locate countries and describe 

features studied  

-use the eight points of a compass, four figure grid 

references, symbols and key (including the use 

of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their 

knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider 

world  

-use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and 

present the human and physical features in the 

local area using a range of methods, including 

sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital 

technologies.  

 

 

 

 

  



Year 4 Geography 

Theme- Settlement  

Europe country study- Italy 

Theme- Immigration 

Movement of people to and from Britain 

 

Knowledge Knowledge 

-locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on 

Europe (including the location of Russia) 

concentrating on their environmental regions, 

key physical and human characteristics, 

countries, and major cities  

-understand geographical similarities and differences 

through the study of human and physical geography 

of, a region in a European country 

describe and understand key aspects of: 

-physical geography, including: mountains, volcanoes 

and earthquakes 

 

To know the many origins of people in the UK and 

their reasons for coming 

•-To be able to locate the UK and other countries on 

a world map. 

-To appreciate the range of national, regional, 

religious and ethnic identities in the United 

Kingdom;  

-What would it be like to have to leave the known & 

journey to the unknown?  Children empathise by 

imagining a journey into space to an unknown 

planet – what would you need to take? 

 

-To explain some reasons a place may change. 

-To describe how the UK population has changed 

over time. 

 

 

 

Skills Skills 

-Collect and analyse statistics and other information 

in order to draw clear conclusions about locations 

-Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer 

mapping to locate countries and describe features 

studied  

-Use the eight points of a compass, four and six-

figure grid references, symbols and key 

(including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to 

build their knowledge of the United Kingdom 

and the wider world  

 

 

 

 

 

-Collect and analyse statistics and other information 

in order to draw clear conclusions about locations 

-Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer 

mapping to locate countries and describe features 

studied  

-Use the eight points of a compass, four and six-

figure grid references, symbols and key (including 

the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their 

knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider 

world  

-Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and 

present the human and physical features in the local 

area using a range of methods, including sketch 

maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies.  
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Year 5 Geography 

 

Theme- Immigration 

World country study 

 

Theme- Trade and economy 

Local trade and fair trade 

 

Knowledge Knowledge 

-Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus 

on North and South America, concentrating on their 

environmental regions, key physical and human 

characteristics, countries, and major cities 

-Understand geographical similarities and differences 

through the study of human and physical geography 

of a region within North or South America 

_dentify and describe how the physical features 

affect the human activity within a location. 

-Describe how locations around the world are 

changing and explain some of the 

reasons for change 

-Describe how countries and 

geographical regions are 

interconnected and interdependent 

-Describe and understand key aspects of: human 

geography, including: types of settlement and 

land use, economic activity including trade links, 

and the distribution of natural resources 

including energy, food, minerals and water  

-Describe how countries and geographical regions 

are interconnected and interdependent 

-Describe geographical diversity across the world. 

 

 

Skills Skills 

Collect and analyse statistics and other information 

in order to draw clear conclusions about locations 

 

-Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer 

mapping to locate countries and describe features 

studied  

-Use the eight points of a compass, four and six-

figure grid references, symbols and key (including 

the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their 

knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider 

world  

-Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and 

present the human and physical features in the local 

area using a range of methods, including sketch 

maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies.  

-Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer 

mapping to locate countries and describe features 

studied  

-Create maps of locations identifying patterns (such 

as: land use, climate zones, population densities, 

height of land). 

-Use the eight points of a compass, four and six-

figure grid references, symbols and key (including 

the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their 

knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider 

world  

 



Year 6 Geography 

 

Trade and Economy- 

Global trade and trade routes 

Theme- Landscape 

Coasts 

 

Knowledge Knowledge 

-Identify the position and significance of latitude, 

longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern 

Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, 

Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich 

Meridian and time zones (including day and night) 

-Describe and understand key aspects of: human 

geography, including:  economic activity including 

trade links, and the distribution of natural resources 

including energy, food, minerals and water  

-Describe how countries and geographical regions 

are interconnected and interdependent.  

 

-Name and locate counties and cities of the United 

Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying 

human and physical characteristics, key 

topographical features (including hills, mountains, 

coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and 

understand how some of these aspects have 

changed over time 

-To use map skills to locate a range of places on an 

OS map.  

-Landscape features and places can be located on an 

OS map through the use of grid references. 

-The ‘Eastings’ and ‘Northings’ are the numbers 

around the edge of an OS map. To pinpoint a place 

you take the Eastings number first, then the 

Northings.  

-Six-figure grid references enable more accurate 

readings, as two more figures give the exact location 

within the grid square.  

 

 

 

 

 

Skills Skills 

-Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer 

mapping to locate countries and describe features 

studied  

-Use the eight points of a compass, four and six-

figure grid references, symbols and key (including 

the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their 

knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider 

world  

-Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer 

mapping to locate countries and describe features 

studied  

-Create maps of locations identifying patterns (such 

as: land use, climate zones, population densities, 

height of land). 

-Use the eight points of a compass, four and six-

figure grid references, symbols and key (including 

the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their 



-Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and 

present the human and physical features in the local 

area using a range of methods, including sketch 

maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies.  

 

knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider 

world  

-Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and 

present the human and physical features in the local 

area using a range of methods, including sketch 

maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies.  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 


