
                                                             Together may we give children roots to grow and wings to fly 

 Within Reception the children are taught using a combination of focused teaching and child initiated play. The areas of learning are mapped out below 
showing the progression of skills and the sequence in which these skills are taught. Although some skills are specifically focused upon in a particular 
term, as shown, many of these are embedded throughout the year and are built upon throughout the child’s life at Great Bedwyn.  

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring  1 Spring  2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Theme Hi, everyone! 
Once upon a 

time…. 
Long ago Hatching out Helping 

The world beyond 

our gate. 
Focus text  Harry and the dinosaurs go 

to school 

 Peace at Last  

The Gruffalo 
I’m Sorry 
We’re Going on a Bear 

The smartest Giant 
Leaf Man 
Handa’s suprise 

 

 Traditional tales 
The man on the moon 

How to catch a star 

Draw me a star 
Little Robin Red Vest 
The first Christmas 

Penguin Small 
Zog 

George and the dragon 

The run away chapatti   
Mr Wolf’s pancakes 
 

 How do dinosaurs say good 
night? 

Growing frogs  

Tadpoles promise 
Astro Girl 
 Butterfly

Super Daisy 
Superworm  

My Mum is a Supermum  

Supertato 
The Gruffalo’s child 

Jasper's Beanstalk 
The snail and the whale,  

Tiddler 

Rainbow fish  
The Fish That Could Wish 
Oi get off our train  

Naughty Bus

PSHED Children should be 
supported to manage 

emotions, develop a positive 
sense of self, set themselves 

simple goals, have confidence 

in their own abilities, to 
persist and wait for what 
they want and direct 

attention as necessary. 
  Moment of Mindfulness  
Yoga  

Right to a safe 
environment 
Introduce and explain– link 

to UNCRC and class rules 
Sharing – I’m sorry 

Kindness and 
Friendship – How do 

Moment of Mindfulness 
Yoga 

Listens to others in small 
groups -  

Jigsaw Circle time celebrating 

difference 
Keeping Safe Bonfire night 
UNCRC Article 19 

right to be safe and cared for 
and protected from 
violence 

Listening skills – What makes 
a good listener? 
UNCRC Article 12 – right to 

an opinion Being kind and 
respectful to others – Anti-

bullying 
week 

 Team work 

Moment of Mindfulness 
 Yoga 

 Confident to talk in a group 
to share holiday news. 

Article 24 Right to healthy 

food 
Healthy Bodies and Minds 
learning about how we can 

take care of ourselves. 
What is a healthy diet? 
Confident to try new things – 

Food 
making/tasting 
Oral Health 

Stranger Danger - UNCRC – 
The right to reliable 

information – Internet safety.  
How we stay safe online. 

Moment of Mindfulness 
Yoga 

Confident to talk in a group 
 Looking after dinosaur eggs 

in 

their habitats – what do they 
need? 
Jigsaw – Dreams and Goals -

Astro girl 
Learning about how we can 
take care of ourselves. 

Fairness/sharing – What does 
sharing mean? 
(UNCRC – the right to play) 

Right to a safe environment 
(UNCRC) community 

project  delivering flowers to 
elderly and vulnerable 

residents 

Moment of Mindfulness  
Yoga  

Confident to talk in a group 
to share holiday news. 

Jigsaw -Relationships 

Learning about how we can 
take care of ourselves. Forest 
school 

Fairness/sharing - What 
does sharing mean? 
(UNCRC – the right to play) 

Right to a safe environment 
with water and healthy food 
 Compare our local area with 

other areas in the country 
and the wider world. 

 

Moment of Mindfulness  
Yoga 

Jigsaw – changing me 
UNCRC – Right to 

learn and play 

Recap rights - Ready, 
Respectful, Safe 
Fire safety –around 

The home/ cooking/ 
electricity 
Good Health – making 

healthy choices with 
food/exercise/sleep Sports 
Day – 

exercise to stay healthy. 
Sports Day - having a 

go at races and ‘taking 
part’ is important, not 

winning 



we show kindness and what 
makes a 

good friend? Speech bubbles 
greetings 
New friends Year 6 buddy 

system 
Circle Time – 
Jigsaw Scheme. 

All about me 
Treating each other 

with respect – can 

everyone join in? 
Different families 
and Diversity   

Family -using texts from 
WLRS 
 

Understanding your own 
actions affect others –saying 

sorry. When and how we do 
this. 
Gratitude  Harvest - Children 

around  
the world at Christmas 
community event 

 

How do we use electronic 
devices at home and in 

school? 
UNCRC Article 19 Right to 
be safe 

Jigsaw Circle- healthy me 

Transition – visiting 
Year 1 class and working on 

project with new teachers 
Transition - seeing 
photos and talking 

about different routine 
and timetable 
Respecting living 

things and the environment –
forest school 

Physical 

develop 

ment 

. Gross motor skills provide 
the foundation for developing 
healthy bodies and social and 

emotional well-being. Fine 
motor control and precision 

helps with hand-eye co-
ordination which is later 

linked to early literacy. 
Repeated and varied 
opportunities to explore and 

play with small world 
activities, Introduce funky 
fingers table 

Pencil grip/name 
writing 
Dough gym 

Using tweezers and 
scissors 
Using large wooden 

blocks safely 
tinkering table 
outdoors/ indoors 
Daily class run 

Yoga 
Using knives and forks for 
eating lunch in hall  

Wake and shake daily 
2x weekly hall sessions 

  

 In addition to  
Term 1- 
Building vehicles 

(construction) 
Wrapping presents 

Firework dancing 
ribbons/pom poms 

Bat and ball skills in outdoor 
areas – 
Helicopter stories 

Pencil control and letter 
formation 

Playdough with 
pasta/matchsticks 
Scrubbing veg 

Sorting Fruit – How many of 
each? with tweezers 

Peeling and cutting fruit 
Potato mashers / garlic 

crushers 
Cutting vegetables up for 
pitta pizzas 

Rolling chapattis 
Handwriting – letter 
formation and pencil 

grip 
  

 Brushes with sand and fossils 
Frozen dinosaurs – how can 
they escape? 

Making clay dinosaurs 
Sorting dinosaurs with 

tweezers 
Fabric pens to design 

dinosaur 
Underpants 
Handwriting – letter 

formation and pencil 
grip 
 

Forest school 
Superhero training camp 
Cutting and sticking  

Handwriting – letter 
formation and pencil 

grip 
Mark making stations inside 

and out always stocked and 
available 
 

Fine motor challenges 
developed as children 
become more skilled 

 

Forest school 
International dances 
and songs 

Sports Day 
Skills/Games e.g. 

throwing bean bags, 
balancing quoits, 

running, balancing 
eggs on spoons 
Handwriting – letter 

formation (R) and 
pencil grip

Language 

and 

It is crucial for children to 
develop a life-long love of 

Holiday news - using the past 
tense accurately when 

Holiday news circle time – 
speaking aloud in familiar 

Holiday news circle time –
speaking aloud in familiar 

Listening and questioning 
visitors 

Listening to visitors 
and stories from round 



communica

tion 

reading. Reading consists of 
two dimensions: language 

comprehension and word 
reading. Language 
comprehension (necessary 

for both reading and writing) 
starts from birth. It only 
develops when adults talk 

with children about the 
world around them and the 

books (stories and non-

fiction) they read with them, 
and enjoy rhymes, poems and 
songs together. Skilled word 

reading, taught later, involves 
both the speedy working out 
of the pronunciation of 
unfamiliar printed words 

(decoding) and the speedy 
recognition of familiar 
printed words. Writing 

involves transcription 

(spelling and handwriting) and 
composition (articulating 

ideas and structuring them in 
speech, before writing) 

talking  
Circle Time – Anti-Bullying 

 acts of kindness and 
friendship 
Helicopter stories 

Circle Time – respect for 
others/Christmas for 
children around the world 

Parent story time- Tuesday 
Tales 

groups and whole class 
situations. 

Philosophy for children – 
explaining thinking and ideas 
 Sequencing and retelling a 

story using Helicopter story 
format 
 Asking questions using hot 

seating 
Circle Time – 

 New and exotic fruits. 

 Describing what 
characteristics of effective 
learning – 

 Explaining own ideas and 
listening to others. 

groups and whole class 
situations. 

 Role Play Area   children 
lead planning– using personal 
experiences. 

 Which is your favourite 
dinosaur and why? (Using 
because and explaining 

houghts /feelings.) 
Designing and talking about 

dinosaurs. 

Learning and using key topic 
vocab – ‘extinct’ and 
‘palaeontologist’ 

Hidden in my bag 
game – describe mystery 
dinosaur to a partner. 
How they look and feel 

Retelling/acting out stories 
with props 
Talking about how to get 

their house correctly  

Knowing their address  
time adverbials 

Listening to others share 
their celebrations and beliefs 

– speaking aloud in whole 
class situations. Ask 

questions for the mystery 
guest. 
. 

Key vocabulary of people 
who help us 
•Interview/fact telling –

•Asking questions and 
listening to visitors: 

Firefighter Visit, Police 

Officer, Vet. 
•Hot seating as a super hero 
•Key vocabulary of 

non-fiction texts e.g. 
contents, 
glossary, index 
•Simple poems – rhyme 

and alliteration 

the world/different 
languages – 

International Week 
•Comparing countries we 
have 

 visited onholiday  
•Hot seating in role of  
Where are we today – 

which place ,  
how did we travel there? 

•Circle Time – What 

you enjoyed in your 
new one year 1 class 
•Sharing Summer 

holiday plans 
Describing words for 
modes of transport 
Discussing transport 

around the world - how 
different people 
/animals travel 

 

 
 

Literacy Recognising own 

name on 
peg/registration cards 
Free-flow mark-making 

Name writing 
Initial Sounds – 
Cued articulation 

Daily poetry time 
Library book changing  
Little Wandle phonics  

Reading a range of 
books about starting 
school and families 
Focus books – 

Grannie Annie’s story 
suitcase 
1:1 Reading of picture books 

with Community Volunteers 
and Year 6 Buddies 

Guided reading with Big Cat 

phonics books linked to 
reading readiness  

  Build on from Term 1 

Book talk  book hook using  
 props, soft toys,  photos, 
simple 

story maps 
NELI assessment 
Fireworks - rhyming words 

and poem. 
Acting out stories with masks 
and small world fairy tale 

puppets 
Speech bubbles for new 
vocabulary 
Writing Christmas Cards

Writing labels for keeping 

models 
Reading class floor books 
Creating class story maps 

Writing own pages for story 
Sequencing the stories using 
Pictures 

Label fruits from woven 
basket with two adjectives 
and nouns 

Descriptive language to talk 
about the exotic fruit 
 
 

Writing Holiday News 

Talk for Writing  
-book ,props, photos, simple 
drawings and,story maps. 

Core texts – 
Writing fact file for own 
dinosaur – diet, habitat, 

appearance 
Descriptive language to talk 
about the dinosaurs 

simple life cycle flow charts 

Writing Holiday News 

Key features of a 
non-fiction text e.g. 
contents, labels, 

photographs, index, 
glossary 
Creating Mini books – 

Super hero  films and comic 
strip stories 

Report reflection – 

writing about what we 
have enjoyed, what we 
are good at and what 

we would like to 
improve 
post card writing 

Passport making 
Writing sentences - 
What I want to be when 

I grow up and why 
 
Writing questions for 
a visitor 

Making class book – 
to give to new  R children 
Dear Class 1 

 Questions I need answering. 



 
See literacy medium term 

planning  
 
 

 

 

Maths Developing a strong 
grounding in number is 
essential so that all children 

develop the necessary 
building blocks to excel 
mathematically. Children 
should be able to count 

confidently, develop a deep 
understanding of the 

numbers to 10, the 

relationships between them 
and the patterns within those 
numbers. By providing 

frequent and varied 
opportunities to build and 
apply this understanding Fast 

recognition of up to 3 
objects, without having to 
count them individually 
(subitising) 

Recite numbers past 5 

Say one number for each 
item in order: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 

Know that the last number 
reached when counting a 
small set of objects tells you 

how many they are in total 
(cardinal principle) 
Show ‘finger numbers’ up to 

5 

Show ‘finger numbers’ up to 
5 
Link numerals and amounts: 

for example, showing the 
right number of objects to 
match the numeral, up to 5 
Experiment with their own 

symbols and marks as well as 
numerals 

Solve real world 

mathematical problems with 
number sup to 5 
Compare quantities using 

language: more than, fewer 
than 

Count objects, actions and 
sounds 
Subitise 

Link the number symbol 
(numeral) with it’s cardinal 
number value 
Count beyond ten 

Compare numbers 
Understand the ‘one more’ 

than/one less than’ 

relationship between 
consecutive numbers 

Explore the composition of 
numbers to ten 
Automatically recall number 

bonds for numbers 0-10 
Select, rotate and manipulate 
shapes in order to develop 
spatial reasoning skills 

Explore the composition of 
numbers to 20 
Building numbers beyond 10 

Spatial reasoning and shape 
Adding and taking away in 
practical situations  

Doubling numbers, 
 sharing and grouping,  
even and odd numbers 

Spatial reasoning and shape 
Consolidation and working at 
 greater depth 
Recognising and extending 

patterns 

Understand

ing the 

world 

Understanding the 

world involves guiding 

children to make sense 

Celebrations, Christmas 

Diwali Story  – 
Talking about own houses 
and who lives there 

What do we know about 

nutritious food? 
Planting and observing cress 

What plants need to grow? 

Growing beans in plastic 
wallets link to year 1 
curriculum 

 Our country/ traditions. 

UNCRC Right to own 
beliefs/opinion 

Learning about 

different cultures and 
countries - Looking at 
world map 



of their physical world 

and their community. 
Ourselves and our Families – 

talking about differences and 
similarities/celebrating 
diversity 

 
Similarities and 
differences between 

people and animals 
 link to year 1 curriculum  
Hygiene – blowing 

noses/washing 
hands/brushing teeth 
 Light boxes – 
exploring x-rays 

 
Where we live and where we 
 to nursery   

 local environment 
Learning to use the 

interactive whiteboard 

- interacting with 
software – taking turns 
Sharing photos/objects linked 

to our own 
beliefs/celebrations. 
UNCRC Article 

14&30 Right to own 
Beliefs  
Discovery RE 
 Outdoor learning  

Forest school and Harvest 

Books reflecting the natural 
world 

Scavenging hunts  
Using the natural 
environment for other 

curriculum areas 
 

 Similarities and 
differences/respecting others. 

Anti-Bullying week – 
diversity and differences. 
We are all different and all 

equal. 
Floating and sinking – 
water tray. Do all heavy 

things sink? Do all light 
things float? 

 

local environment and 
features of our walk round 
the village being part of our 

community -story maps 
Improving our world -Bulb 
planting 
Using IPads to access 

classroom resources - Q 
codes 
 

Christianity and Christmas 

Story. UNCRC Article 14 
Right to think and believe 

what they want. 
   
Bedwyn and beyond 

challenges  
Forest school 
 

Handa’s surprise compare 
different environments 

Making Fruit Salad with 
children’s contributions 
 

Recycling food waste – 
biodegradable bags 
Making healthy snacks 

link to year 1 curriculum 
Ipads – filming and watching 

clips 

Beebots – exploring and 
directing to different 
countries to collect 

food/flags Comment on 
images of familiar situations 
in the past 
Compare and contrast 

characters from stories, 
including figures from the 
past 

 

 

Tadpole/chick life cycles 
Hatching eggs 

Exploring fossils/bones 
Dinosaur names and features 
Dinosaur habitats 

Reading non-fiction books 
Museums – what are they 
for? 

Vocab – ‘extinct’ and 
‘palaeontologist’ 

Sorting into meat eaters/plant 

eaters etc – similarities and 
differences 
 

 How do people celebrate 
Easter 
Visit to local church 
Festivals and celebrations 

Use celebrations to link with 
Year ! curriculum 
 

People who help us and real 
life super heroes  

Habitats and what 
they need to survive. 
 

Filming role play  sharing 
films with Year 1 
 

What’s behind the screen -
investigation dissemble a 

computer monitor 

 
Visitors- Female role models. 
Men and women in 

occupations e.g. 
Firefighter How Police 
Officers 
keep us safe – trusted adults/ 

stranger danger 
Community members 
Key workers from a range of 

local society  

 
 

 how do we plan to travel  
different transport 

Introduction to laptops 
– typing name and 
simple sentence/using 

a mouse (R) 
People who help us in 
different countries   

Holidays  
 

Reflecting on changes 

- moving to 
Reception/Year 1, 
summer holidays. 

 

Expressive 

Art and 

Design 

The development of 

children’s artistic and cultural 
awareness supports their 
imagination and creativity 

 Free painting – 
expectations and 
routines 

 3D construction joining and 

planning 
Making junk models 
Plan and create Mobilo 

vehicle 

Sing nursery rhymes e.g. 
•Instrument – rhythm and 

Group mini habitat 

Boxes 
Designing role play menus 
Artist works to talk about 

 

Dinosaur Museum role-play 

Dinosaur hand puppets- 
paper 
bags 

Clay dinosaurs 

Dinosaur songs 
Cave art 

•Making 

badge/lanyards 
•Making sculptures of 
people who help us 

e.g. police officer Role-play – 

Fire 
station, Doctors’ 

 

How do we make….? 
Making moving 
vehicles e.g. 

 How can we adapt our 

design to 
make it even better? 



 
Instruments – 

listening to sounds in 
a circle 
Painting self-portraits 

– skills of painting getting 
own equipment and 
resources  

colour mixing 
big box construction 

Singing Nursery 

rhymes and counting songs 
Introduce instruments – 
playing 

and stopping 
Playing a range of 
instruments – rhythm 
and beat 

Songs and nursery 
rhymes - Tidy up 
Song/Number 

songs 

beat 
Making firework pictures - 

Marbles experimental 
printing 
Designing Diwali lights 

Christmas crafts 
Christmas cards 

Instruments to match dances 
and music on espresso 

Dinosaur songs and dances 

Surgery, Vets 
Super hero capes 

Film super hero comic strips 
with voice over 
 

 

Appreciation of art from 
around the 

 globe 
Painting modes of transport 
Making underwater theatres 

 


